United Way of Aroostook and Katahdin Trust Team Up
to Give Out New Books for Summer Reading

United Way of Aroostook is excited to announce its partnership with Katahdin Trust Company to offer
first graders throughout Aroostook County a backpack with free books to read over the summer.
Known as “The Summer Slide”, the two organizations have put together a program to encourage
children to continue reading throughout the summer, strengthening their reading fluency.
“Thanks to Katahdin Trust’s partnership, we are helping to ensure that our children are ready for
reading and moving on to the next grade,” said Sherry Locke, Executive Director of United Way. “We
didn’t want the long summer break to be a chance for children to lose what gains they made throughout
the school year. We wanted to curb the typical ‘summer slide’ that can occur.”
The program also serves as an extension of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library which puts a free book
in the hands of preschoolers each month from the time they are born until age five. In March, they sent
out over 2,130 books.
“Last summer United Way piloted the Summer Slide program with first grade students at Pine Street
Elementary School in Presque Isle,” explains Athena Hallowell, Program and Volunteer Coordinator at
United Way. “The program was such a success that we wanted to offer the program to first graders
across Aroostook County.”
School administrators throughout Aroostook have been invited to participate. Once the total number of
students has been determined United Way and Katahdin Trust employees will deliver the books to each
participating school in early June. Backpacks will be provided to the children at no cost to them or their
family. Each pack will contain three books, some activities and other goodies. Activities enclosed in
the backpack will help children to engage with the books they were given. For each completed activity
sheet returned to the United Way, children will be given an opportunity to win one of several prizes
such as a bike, puzzles, and games.

“We are so pleased to partner with United Way of Aroostook on this county-wide endeavor,” shares
Krista Putnam, Vice President, Marketing for Katahdin Trust. “This project reflects Katahdin Trust’s
commitment to serve families living in northern, central and southern Aroostook County. Our employees
are also excited to work with United Way to help deliver these books into the hands of approximately
700 first-graders throughout the region. We appreciate the opportunity to help encourage strong
reading habits - the long term benefits to these children and to Aroostook County are significant.”
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At the end of the summer, United Way and Katahdin Trust will hold Summer Reading Celebration
events in all three regions of the County so children can come celebrate the end of summer and the
start of a new school year. The goal is that the children will learn the love of reading and enjoy some
fun activities geared around the books they have received.
If you’d like more information about Summer Slide or the United Way, please contact their office at 7645197.
About United Way of Aroostook
United Way of Aroostook is a 510 (3) (c) organization established in the county in 1957. United Way
works in every Aroostook County community to offer solutions to today’s problems. We actively seek
donations to be distributed to health and human service agencies and their programs so that they may
provide the services needed in our community.

About Katahdin Trust
Katahdin Trust Company, established in 1918 with over $754 million in assets, provides banking
services to individuals and businesses from sixteen offices throughout Maine and online at
KatahdinTrust.com. Katahdin Bankshares Corp., parent company of Katahdin Trust Company, stock is
quoted on the OTC Markets quote board OTCQX under the symbol KTHN. Current stock information
can be found at otcmarkets.com/stock/KTHN/quote.
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